Canto Fiorito
Vilnius based early music ensemble Canto Fiorito, directed by internationally renowned cornetto and recorder player Rodrigo Calveyra, started its activity in 2013. The title of the ensemble refers to florid singing, enriched with ornaments and diminutions and speaks about the dialogue between human voices and singing wind instruments, creating a wide palette of colours and expressive means that serve to the semantics of music.
The ensemble is dedicated to the research and performance of renaissance and baroque music, with a special attention to the musical production of the first half of the XVII century in the Lithuanian Grand Duchy and the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The Italian masters that lived in the region and the local composers, strongly influenced by them, represent the core of the ensemble’s musical activities. Soon after establishment, Canto Fiorito became the most active early music ensemble of the country and the only one, continuously contributing to the early music education in Lithuania, organizing commented educational concerts, lectures, seminars and master-courses for children, students, teachers and others. 
In 2014 Canto Fiorito released a CD with the music of Giovanni Battista Cocciola, the composer of the XVIIth century Vilnius, where most of the tracks were the world premiers.In 2015-2016 the ensemble presented Lithuanian musical heritage in Norway, Austria and Slovenia, collaborating with ensembles Norwegian Cornetts and Sackbuts and Musica Antiqua Salzburg. In 2017 the artistic leader Rodrigo Calveyra initiated the International Kretinga Early Music Festival, organised by Canto Fiorito and dedicated to the oldest organ in Lithuania (1680). In the same year Canto Fiorito presented the premier of the earliest surviving German opera – Johann Sebastiani’s ‘Pastorello musicale’, the manuscript of which was found in Vilnius library and was invited to perform in the Stockholm Early Music Festival Christmas Edition. 
The year 2018 marked a huge international development of Canto Fiorito’s activities: the ensemble was invited to present Lithuanian musical heritage in festivals ‘Musiq’3’ in Brussels and Namur Music Festival in Belgium, performed in Nordic Medieval Music Festival in Sweden, and implemented a huge European musical and educational project ‘The Hanseatic Way’ together with ensemble Musica Antiqua Salzburg with concerts in Vilnius and Kaunas, Brighton Early Music Festival (UK), Hanseatic Days in Rostock (Germany), festival ‘Jeunesse’ in Vienna, ‘Glasperlenspiel Festival’ in Tartu (Estonia), Bach Chamber Music Festival in Riga and Amsterdam. In 2019 Canto Fiorito is preparing a premiere of Alessandro Stradella’s opera ‘La Circe’, together with the Polish early music ensemble Nova Silezia initiates the cycle of concerts dedicated to the master of Vilnius baroque architecture Johan Christoph Glaubitz, and starts a three year’s residence in Kintai, where Canto Fiorito will organise early music master classes for music school pupils and teachers, educational concerts for children, common projects with local choirs and folk ensembles as well as other activities. 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Artistic director Rodrigo Calveyra, born in Porto Alegre, studied recorder with Conrad Steinmann at the Schola Cantorum Basiliensis. Simultaneously he specialized in recorder and medieval music at the Civica Scuola di Musica di Milano with Pedro Memelsdorff. Later he graduated with a master degree in cornetto from the Hochschule für Musik of Trossingen. Since 2015 he prepares his PhD in Musicology in the University of Sorbonne in Paris about the diminutions of Silvestro Ganassi. Calveyra is a regular member of the renowned Cappella Mediterranea, and the assistant to its director Leonardo Garcia Alarcon. He recorded for labels such as Hamonia Mundi France, Deutsche Harmonia Mundi, Ambronay Editions, Ricercar, Calliope, France Musique, Radio France, Bayerische Rundfunk, etc. Calveyra played as a soloist with orchestras in Brazil, Switzerland, Italy and Argentina and worked with conductors such as Pablo Herreras Casado, Alessandro di Marchi, Martin Gester, Benoit Haller, Thomas Hengelbrock, etc. He played in the most prestigious early music festivals in Europe and South America. He was the leader of the Brazilian based ensemble Instrumentarium, which played more than 150 concerts in South America and Europe together with musicians like Victor Torres and Manfredo Kraemer.
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